FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Meeting –  17th October 2005

Present 

J Megginson, M Walker, G Thompson, P Leese, I Smith 
Apologies

Ray Lambert and M Patterson
Peter Leese in the Chair and J French –Clerk/ minute taker
Open Meeting

Minutes of the previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

Residents Q&A session

Following on from J Moore’s request to have an open session for residents both at the beginning and end of the meeting this is now in place.

R Lucas – raised concerns about aesthetics of the village pond which has become overgrown; additionally the ground surrounding the pond is deceptively boggy which it felt represented a danger to children.
Consideration to be given to the erection of appropriate signage (‘danger –deep water’).  
It was also recollected that the audit conducted as part of  Street Scene had indicated that drainage was to be sited which it was felt might have a positive impact on the area. It was agreed that the matter be pursued- a site meeting to be arranged at the earliest opportunity. 






Matters arising

The Chair welcomed Ian Smith of the White House as the newly elected councillor .
Speed monitoring

PL updated the meeting on the monitoring exercise that had been conducted in the village by the police monitoring unit. It was confirmed that on the one occasion a mobile speed camera unit had been sited in the village for a couple of hours, four vehicles were found speeding.

The proposed safety measures submitted by ERYC were discussed in detail. It was felt that the proposals were inadequate, failed to address the issues and were likely to be visually intrusive. PL to respond to Philip Hiscott and reject proposals and instead revert to original plans put forward by residents to extend the 30mph zones and to introduce a 40mph buffer zone at each end of the village. IS to canvas views from other interested parties, particularly residents occupying properties situated along the roadside
PL to draft response to PH at ERYC.  

As it is unlikely that the proposed measures will be implemented in the near future it was decided that in the short-term self help initiatives should be pursued. IS/PL to draft letters to remind local ‘haulage’ firms with wagons routed through the village to watch their speed.

MW and PL to attend the Police Liaison Meeting on 7th November 2005.

ERYC Street Scene (works outstanding) 

There remain a small number of works outstanding including drainage to the pond; signage to be replaced on Towthorpe Lane and Church Lane.  PL to contact ERYC.
It is noted that the 30 mph signage has now been replaced. 
The issue of ERYC’s preparedness for Travelers was discussed. It was decided to approach ERYC for a copy of the council’s policy on travellers. 

It was noted that the phone box has been re-painted. Residents were urged to use the facility when ever possible as it was felt that this might help safeguard its future. 
Parking on the village Green

PL confirmed that the provision of parking facilities had been pursued with the housing section of ERYC who had confirmed that  resource was unlikely to be made available to support any initiatives.
It was therefore agreed that the PC would attempt to improve the aesthetics and stabilize the ground in an inobtrusive manner. Work to be undertaken by resident volunteers -G Thompson and J Megginson to jointly manage the project. 
Village/Church yard tidy up
It was noted that the village was looking fairly tidy, however it was felt that the sycamore trees on the perimeter of the church yard and the leylandii in the churchyard itself had grown significantly and required surgery. It was suggested that the overhanging trees be viewed during the site visit for the  ‘Pond project’. It was suggested that the matter also be raised at the next meeting of the Church Council.


Village Hall


It was felt that an exhibition of John Mortimor’s life and works that was suggested as a potential fund raising event was a good idea but should be deferred until next year. Item to carried forward to the agenda for next PC meeting. 
Neighbourhood Watch

Not much to report - residents reminded that crime updates are received from the local police –anything local and relevant would be circulated as widely as possible. Main issues appear to relate to thefts of items from vehicles.

It was noted that Jamie Watson has not been appointed in place of Inspector Frost as indicated at the last meeting.
Next meeting of NHW 7th November 2005. 


Broadband (update)

Various problems were reported amongst residents when attempting to access Broadband. 
Village Website - at the last meeting of the PC it was suggested that a small working group be formed to review any further development of the site. It was disappointing to note that the site had not been visited as frequently as had been hoped. It was agreed that PL would review interim and revisit at a future meeting.
It was felt that the computer/internet initiative discussed at the previous meeting should be pursued, especially as a couple of residents had indicated that they might provide (free of charge) computer equipment to support the iniative. IS to canvas residents’ views on the provision of a computer/internet facility resource in the village and enquiries to be made of ERYC on any available funding opportunities.  

Countryside Rights of Way Act – Open Access





The definitive map has now been provided and will be displayed  on the ‘old village notice board’. Clerk to arrange for lamination -original to be held on file.

Correspondence

No Planning applications have been received. 
Correspondence received from ERYC Planning and Development Control Department. Clerk to establish purpose/relevance of meeting to the PC.
Payments

£48  (5 sessions @£8 per occasion) is now payable to Village Hall committee for the hire of the Village Hall for PC meetings. Clerk to arrange for payment to be made.
Any other Business

It was confirmed that PL had contacted  the council and alerted them to the vermin problem at Fimber Picnic site has now been resolved.
There was no other business.

Dates of future meetings (2006)
Dates of next meetings confirmed as follows, refreshment providers indicated in brackets:

16th January (Ian), 24th April (Graham), 24th July (John), 23rd October (Ray).

